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As we begin another year, I imagine there to be concern, worry, 
maybe even anxiety around what your school year will look like. 
Will you be in masks? Will you be able to sing with your 
students? Will you be online? Hybrid? Asynchronous or 
synchronous? There seem to be so many unknowns. I would 
like to encourage you that YOU are enough! YOU are the expert 
in knowing how to teach your students. YOU have the training 
and experience to keep kids first. We wear so many hats as 
educators. We nurture, counsel, motivate, and inspire students 
to succeed. 
 
This fall, as you begin your classes, I encourage you to check in 
with your students often to see how they are doing. They are 
resilient learners, and some may not even know school to be 
any other way! They also may be struggling with food 
insecurity, housing insecurity, parental loss of job, and school is 
a safe place for them to be, a constant in their life. 
 
Teaching during a pandemic has stretched me, sometimes 
uncomfortably, to reach my students, to take self care 
seriously, to provide students a space for joy to happen when 
joy seems hard to access. I encourage you to take self care 
seriously, eat well, do your best to get good rest at night, and 
most importantly find joy. Find joy in an evening walk, a quiet 
morning meditation, bring your joy with you to your classroom. 
Your students need to see it. 
 
Wishing you a joy-filled year of teaching, 
 
 
Aimee~ 

SWEA NeǁƐůeƩeƌ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Aimee Newman, CO 
ϮϬϮϭ-ϮϬϮϮ President 
aimeeΛsongworkseducators.com  

mailto:aimee@songworkseducators.com
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Save the dates and join us for the 

 
ϮϬϮϮ SongWorks Educators Association  

Annual International Conference 
 

IŶ DaůůaƐ͕ TX 
Maƌch ϯϭ-AƉƌiů Ϯ 

 
What a joy it will be to gather in person to learn and play together again! For those who are unable to 
travel, we look forward to connecting with you on our planned hybrid day when registrants can 
access the conference remotely. 
 
Registration opens January ϭϬth, ϮϬϮϮ. 
 
Details regarding registration will be available soon. 

https://songworkseducatorsassociation.com/conference/
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MiŶŶeƐŽƚa UŬƵůeůe WŽƌŬƐhŽƉ 

 
Join us for a special (in person!) ukulele workshop on Saturday, September Ϯϱ! We are 
eager to share some beautifully accessible ukulele teaching techniques and strategies 
with you! You won’t want to miss it! No prior experience with ukuleles necessary.  
  
SaƚƵƌdaǇ͕ SeƉƚeŵbeƌ Ϯϱ͕ ϮϬϮϭ 
ϵ͗ϬϬ AM - ϭϮ͗ϬϬ PM 
  
MiddůeƚŽŶ EůeŵeŶƚaƌǇ 
ϵϭϬϱ LaŬe RŽad 
WŽŽdbƵƌǇ͕ MN ϱϱϭϮϱ 
  
Masks are required. Ukuleles will be provided. 
  
ΨϭϬ teachers, Ψϱ students 
CEUs available 
Register now to reserve your place! We hope you will join us! 

https://songworkseducatorsassociation.com/songworks-saturdays/
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MaƌŬ ǇŽƵƌ caůeŶdaƌƐ͊  
Join us for our next SIPs, SongWorks in Practice, an evening of playful lessons presented by 

SongWorks educators from across the country. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interested in attending? Have a colleague who might like to attend? Reach out to Jake Harkins 
at jeharkinsΛfcps.edu ASAP. The next SIP session is on OcƚŽbeƌ ϭϭƚh! 

ViƌƚƵaů ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶiƟeƐ ƚŽ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͕ eŶcŽƵƌage͕  

aŶd eŵƉŽǁeƌ each Žƚheƌ aƐ ƚhe ƐchŽŽů Ǉeaƌ begiŶƐ 

IdeaƐ ƚŽ ƵƐe iŶ ǀiƌƚƵaů͕ hǇbƌid͕ aŶd face ƚŽ face ƚeachiŶg 

 ƚhaƚ fŽcƵƐ ŽŶ cƌeaƟŶg ǁaǇƐ ƚŽ bƵiůd cŽŵŵƵŶiƚǇ 

mailto:jeharkins@fcps.edu
mailto:betty@songworkseducators.com
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Need IdeaƐ͍ ChecŬ ŽƵƚ ŽƵƌ WebƐiƚe͊  
 

You can find many articles, past newsletters, current events, and information about 
how to become a member and access even more content. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Rubbletum! A story and game experience to delight your learners this October, 
shared by Kate Smith. 

 
Video library of SongWorks practices in Action 

Coming Soon: SongWorks and Neurodivergent Learners  

We’ƌe SŽciaů͊ 

FŽůůŽǁ ƵƐ ŽŶ FacebŽŽŬ ΛSŽŶgWŽƌŬƐEdƵcaƚŽƌƐ 

IŶƐƚagƌaŵ ΛSŽŶgWŽƌŬƐEd 

aŶd TǁiƩeƌ  ΛSŽŶgWŽƌŬƐEd 

https://songworkseducatorsassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/SWEA-Newsletter-December-2020.pdf
https://songworkseducatorsassociation.com/resources/videos/
https://www.facebook.com/SongWorksEducators/
https://www.instagram.com/songworksed/
https://twitter.com/SongWorksEd
https://songworkseducatorsassociation.com/


SWEA Board of Directors 
 
PƌeƐideŶƚ: Aimee Newman, CO 

PƌeƐideŶƚ-Eůecƚ: Nan Fitzpatrick, CA 

PƌeƐideŶƚ-Eůecƚ AƉƉƌeŶƟce:  Jake Harkins, VA 

PaƐƚ-PƌeƐideŶƚ: Lisa Schoen, MN 

SecƌeƚaƌǇ: Max Mellman, NJ 

TƌeaƐƵƌeƌ: Anna Langness, CO 

RegiƐƚƌaƌ͗  Alice Nordquist, MD 

DiƌecƚŽƌ-aƚ-ůaƌge͗ Natalie Neugent, TX 

DiƌecƚŽƌ-aƚ-ůaƌge͗ Anna Shelow, OH 
DiƌecƚŽƌ - USA͗ Mary Roeder, CO 

DiƌecƚŽƌ - JaƉaŶ͗ Eiko Oyoko, Nara City 

DiƌecƚŽƌ - CaŶada͗ Bethany Beaudry, MB 

 

The Purpose of SongWorks Educators Association is to search for and practice ways of making 
music and interacting with people that preserve and celebrate the dignity of both.  As a guiding 

principle, this purpose will focus our work on:  

ϭ) Practices that foster interactive, facilitative learning environments. 
Ϯ)  Strategies that empower the learner within the context of music experience and study. 
ϯ) Networks that encourage collaboration between diverse disciplines, professionals, and 

interest groups. 

SWEA Committees 
 

ϮϬϮϮ CŽŶfeƌeŶce Chaiƌ͗ Nan Fitzpatrick, CA 

NŽŵiŶaƟŽŶƐ Chaiƌ͗ Lisa Schoen, MN 

Acadeŵic CŽŽƌdiŶaƚŽƌ͗ Taryn Raschdorf, VA 

GƌaŶƚƐ AdŵiŶiƐƚƌaƚŽƌ͗ Emilee Knell, UT 

EŵeƌgiŶg PiŽŶeeƌƐ CŽŽƌdiŶaƚŽƌ͗ Sammi Smith, PA 

ViƐiƟŶg SchŽůaƌ CŽŽƌdiŶaƚŽƌ͗ Vicky Suárez, TX 

WebƐiƚe Chaiƌ͗ Pam Vellutini, OR 

NeƚǁŽƌŬiŶg Chaiƌ͗ Natalie Neugent, TX 

NeǁƐůeƩeƌ EdiƚŽƌ͗ Ruthanne Parker, PA 

NeǁƐůeƩeƌ FŽƌŵaƚŽƌ:  Taylor Crevola, OR 

HiƐƚŽƌiaŶ Chaiƌ͗ Jake Harkins, VA 

SŽŶgWŽƌŬƐ CeƌƟficaƟŽŶ EǆecƵƟǀe DiƌecƚŽƌ͗  
Betty Phillips, OR 

SWEA Membership 
 
SƵƉƉŽƌƚ ƚhe ŵiƐƐiŽŶ Žf SWEA ǁiƚh 
ŵeŵbeƌƐhiƉ dƵeƐ Žƌ dŽŶaƟŽŶƐ͊  
Ψϰϱ Regular | Ψϳϱ Sustaining  
ΨϭϬϬ Patron | ΨϮϬ Student 
Join or donate online at: 
www.songworkseducatorsassociation.com 

 
Would you like to submit something to be 
considered for the SWEA Newsletter or 
Happenings?  
Email ruthanne.fisherΛgmail.com 

The password for the secure Members 
Access area of the SWEA website was 
updated on July ϭϮ, ϮϬϮϭ and emailed 
to current members. If you are ready to 
renew your membership, please visit 
our Membership page. If you are 
uncertain about the date of your last 
dues payment, or if you have any other 
questions about your membership, 
please contact Registrar Alice 
Nordquist: 
registrarΛsongworkseducators.com.  

http://www.songworkseducatorsassociation.com
mailto:ruthanne.fisher@gmail.com
https://songworkseducatorsassociation.com/get-involved/membership/

