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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDXnqmgtp7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDXnqmgtp7s
https://songworkseducatorsassociation.com/

2021 SWEA Virtual Conference
April 8-10
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I'm Thinking of Someone
Tune: Go Tell Aunt Rhody
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I'm  think-ing of some - one  who's wear - ing some - thing (red.)

Sung by Betty Phillips

Building relationships is crucial for establishing a safe, exciting learning environment for our students.
Knowing names, instilling curiosity, being with children in a playful/non-threatening way is at the heart of
everything SongWorks. This little song sets the stage for these things to happen.

Singing Game This activity needs no introduction. The lyrics of the song are clear and instructive.
Surveying the group, the teacher begins singing the song...

I’'m thinking of someone .... who's wearing something (red). Tag: Who s wearing something red.

* Tuck your answer for this next question inside your head for now. Who do you see that is wearing
something (red)? Give thinking/exploring time.

* Of all these people, motion around the room, of whom was I thinking?

* Touch you nose if you think you know. Students respond.

* Sally, who do you think it is? Sally responds, Alex.

* Sally, what is Alex wearing that is red? Sally responds, “Shoes.”

* Looking at Alex. For sure, Alex is wearing red shoes. It could be Alex.

* Jennifer, who do you think it is? Jennifer guesses, Samuel.

* Jennifer, what is Samuel wearing that is red? A hat.

* [ see Samuel s red hat. It could be Samuel.

Continue this playful dialog for a few more turns. Then,

* [ had in mind Alex with his red shoes.

* Sally, you guessed of whom I was thinking, so you can choose the next person and what they are
wearing. We'll give you a moment to think. Let us know when you are ready and tell us the color so
we can sing it when it comes in the song. Sally mentions the color green.

* Now the song will be... Sallys thinking of someone... who s wearing something, green...

For older students you might make an extra challenge, they must guess not only the student’s name but
also the item of clothing of which you were thinking.

1 of 3 I'm Thinking of Someone www.songworkseducators.com SongWorks Sturdy Song Collection
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Note: At first glance, one might think the above exercise would be less time-consuming if the teacher
revealed the answer after Sally’s response. Not revealing answers right away builds intrigue, gives
numerous students a chance to say what they are thinking, and focuses the attention on more children.
For more information about this type of interaction with students see The Right Answer Game by Doug
Bartholomew.

From the Classrooms of Betty Phillips

“I'm Thinking of Someone” is one of those “golden nuggets” that I used for over 40 years both as a
classroom teacher (Grades 1 and 2 ) and as a music specialist (Grades 1-5). The puzzle in this song
attracts students like a magnet and immediately engages thinking.

Children get so excited when they get to take the teacher s place and select the person to think about. 1
have the younger students whisper to me the name of the person and the color of the item of clothing the
person is wearing. It helps them remember who the person is when delight in leading the game causes
them to forget who they were thinking of! There is something magical about whispering a secret to the
teacher. This playful twist always brought additional life into our study.

Conclusion This simple little song provides rich possibilities for gathering and focusing young children.
Don 't put it up on the shelf. Keep it in your pocket. You may be surprised how often you reach in to use
it. - Betty

Extended Study

* Exploring Letter Sounds. Song: I'm thinking of someone...who s name starts with (show a

card with the letter on it J and pronounce the sound it makes.)

Continue the game as described on page one.

* Syllabication (number of syllables in a name) I 'm thinking of someone... who s name sounds like
this. Tap lightly, but loud enough to be heard, make your tapping sound like the name sounds, not
just the number of syllables. Ex. Mary (tap tap), Ben (tap), Alexandria (tap tap tap tap tap)

Take care to follow the flow of the language, as one would speak the name. Avoid separating
syllables with a steady beat effect of MA-RY or AL-EX-AN-DRI -A.

Focus on listening to the sound of the claps, connecting a name, before counting the number of
syllables. Can you hear the name? Whose name could this be?

Identifying “Stress” Syllables.

» Maria, please say your name for us. Maria speaks her name.

e Lets say Maria's name just like she said it: same tempo, volume, and quality of voice.

» Say Maria’s name 5 times. Emily count for us to make sure we say it 3 times. All respond.

* Say Maria’s name while swaying back and forth. Say it 5 times. Bob count for us. All respond.

* Sway and say Maria's name touching your finger to the opposite palm with each sway.

» On which syllable (part) of Maria’s name are we touching our palm? The second

* Because in speaking the English language that syllable is often pronounced louder and perhaps a
bit longer, we say it is receiving the “stress.”

Word accents are especially important connections between song and language because they give shape,
expression, and meaning to both. (SongWorks I. Bennett, Bartholomew p. 124)

2 of 3 I'm Thinking of Someone www.songworkseducators.com SongWorks Sturdy Song Collection
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Extended Study (cont.)

Math

After discovering syllables and stress for many names, graph the names with the same number of
sounds & the names with the same stress patterns.

o B [TIT]

Language Arts/Science
Build a zoo. Name animals that are found in the zoo. In which PEN will they live? Discover where to
place them by saying their name, tapping it, and listening for the number of syllables. If students hear
where the stress occurs, indicate that. (Your pens could just have boxes with syllables written inside.)

One-Syllable Pen

H 0 @ & = 1 B
= ]

Four-Syllable Pen

Al-li-ga-tor | Rhi-noc-er-os

[ 1 BT

Five-Syllable Pen

[T BT[]

Hip-po-pot-a-mus

Compiled by Marilyn Winter
Contributions by: Betty Phillips
Scored by: Marilyn Winter

o 9/2020
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https://songworkseducatorsassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/November-2016.pdf
https://songworkseducatorsassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/SWEA-Newsletter-Oct_2017b.pdf
https://songworkseducatorsassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SWEA-May-Final.pdf
https://songworkseducatorsassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/SWEA-Newsletter-August-2020.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/SongWorksEducators/
https://twitter.com/SongWorksEd

Bring Playful Teaching
& Vibrant Learning
to your classroom!

Photo credit: Dale Preston

SongWorks™

Summer Certification Courses
Levels | & Il

University of Wisconsin at River Falls
July 12-16, 2021
Details: songworkseducators.com
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