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Welcome
to HAPPENINGS, a publication
dedicated to connecting our members
and readers with organizational news,
events, and announcements related to
the SongWorks Educators Association.
This publication serves as an on-going
calendar, reaching you with timely
information for registrations and other
updates within the organization.

Brittany May (UT) will be presenting at 5th
annual Alliance for Active Music Making
Symposium at the AOSA conference on
November 20th. Her presentation is
entitled “Teaching Tomorrow’s Teachers
Today: Preparing for the Future of Music
Education.”

SWEA President Vicky Suarez (TX) has been
asked by the Organization of American
Kodaly Educators (OAKE) to speak at the
opening session of their national
conference in Portland this March, bringing
greetings and remarks from the SongWorks
Educators Association.

Kate Smith recently presented a workshop
at the annual British Columbia Music
Educators’ Association BCMEA conference.
She shared four French language song
games. The enthusiastic and playful
attendees included both English and French
general Music educators and also French
immersion classroom teachers. At the end
of her session, Kate introduced the
participants to the Principles and Practices
of SongWorks. She also brought along
several of our SW related publications to
show the educators.

Vicky Suarez (TX), along with Brandi Pace
and Julie Scott (Visiting Scholar 2018) will
be presenting the closing session of the
American Orff-Shulwerk Association
conference in Salt Lake City this month. The
session is titled “Reflections from the
Mountaintop: Where do We Go From
Here?” The conference is November 20-23
in Salt Lake City, UT.

This past August, Alice Nordquist (MD)
presented an hour-long session on song
mapping, "SongWorks Strategies for
Student-Created Scores" to a group of
around 70 music teachers in her district,
Howard County Public School System. It was
well-received, and Alice reports having
engaging and encouraging follow-up
conversations with several attendees.

Announcements

On Saturday, November 16, the MN Area
SongWorks group will be hosting a
workshop at the University of Wisconsin,
River Falls. We will be exploring the idea
of Song as Curriculum - using what's in a
song to guide our studies of rhythm,
melody and form. Participants will see
several ways to introduce a song,
experience many ways
of playing and moving with a song, and
delve into study using SongWorks
principles, techniques and practices. Unique
SongWorks bridge notation techniques
such as mapping, song dotting and
antiphonning will be explored as we strive
toward music literacy. We hope to see you
there!

The Fleurette Sweeney Fellowship was
initiated in 2010 to honor SongWorks
Educators Association founding member
and teacher extraordinaire Fleurette
Sweeney. In her words, the impetus behind
this initiative is “the well-being of children
brought about by supporting, caring, and
excellently prepared teachers.” Do you
know an educator who has learned
SongWorks principles and practices from a
mentor teacher, and who you could see
leading others to know and understand the
principles and practices as well? Nominate
them to be a 2020 Emerging Pioneer! You
can find the nomination form
here: http://bit.ly/EPNomination2020.

