Playful teaching. Vibrant Learning

Dear SongWorks Educators,

We hope you will join us this April for the 2019 SongWorks Educators
Conference, for this first time in Dallas, TX! | am super excited about our
new site in Dallas. We are hoping that by hosting the conference in a
central location, travel will be more accessible and affordable for more

people.

Conference registration will go live at songworkseducators.com in early
January, but you should request funding from your school district now.
[all the necessary forms are included in this newsletter] Max Mellman

2018-19 SWEA President

Do you have a friend who you would like to invite? Perhaps a mentee
who is just beginning their teaching career? How about a colleague who

has been interested in SongWorks and would enjoy meeting the In ThIS Newsletter
SongWorks Educators community? Are you a professor with students : :
who would benefit from attendance (student rates are available)? Conference registration p.2

We want to make this the most well-attended SongWorks Educators 2019 Conference flyer p-3

Conference yet, but we can't do it without you. Can we count on you to

. Featured Presenters p.-4
attend or to help by encouraging another person to attend?
The Nutcracker p.5
Feel free to reach out to me with any questions or ideas.
See for yourself p.7

Sincerely, o
SongWorks Certification  p. 9

Max Mellman
2018-2019 SWEA President

max@songworkseducators.com
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SWEA Leadership p. 10
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Join us for the Annual Conference

Playful Teaching
Vibrant Learning

April 4-6, 2019

' \ Educators Assoaatlon\‘ Q Westin Dallas/Fort Worth Airport Hotel
Conference Dallas, Texas

Coming soon:

REGISTER ONLINE

songworkseducators.com/conference

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

* * *
$75 $175 $100 $225 $110
SWEA SWEA SWEA Non- One-Day
Student Regular Retired Member Thursday
or Friday

Member Member Member

* Requires membership renewal

MEMBERSHIP DUES
$20 $45 $75 $100

Student Regular Sustaining Patron

BAN QUET (optional)

Luncheons included in registration

$40

HOTEL
$129 + 15% tax = $148.35
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EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

Dallas, TX

Westin DFW Airport
April 4-6, 2019

Featuring Sessions by SongWorks Educators and Innovators
across the USA, Canada, and Japan

singing - Music Literacy Melody

Socio-Emotional Learning Anacrusis

Masterworks
a
== Pictographs

Playful Teaching s, ™
wsicaliy —— Vibrant Learning -

Song Games

Listening
Language Patterns

Secret Songs

Principles

Observation ES - N.mpmg Sound-to-Symbol
ncoding ) Audiation
Bridge Notation
MEET OUR VISITING SCHOLARS
Mary A. Epstein, DMA, Organization of American Kodaly Educators
Alice M. Hammel, PhD, James Madison University
Connie McKoy, PhD, UNC Greensboro
Jill L. Trinka, PhD, Coastal Carolina University
Julie K. Scott, PhD, Southern Methodist University

Learn more at songworkseducators.com
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Register Early!

Don’t miss your chance to attend this annual gathering of likeminded
educators who keep Playful Teaching, Vibrant Learning alive in many
ways every day!

Leave with a multitude of ideas ready for immediate use in your
classroom and a deeper connection to your SongWorks support system
from across the country!

Vicky Suarez, TX Register online beginning January 1
SWEA President-Elect songworkseducatorsassociation.com
Conference Chair

2019 SWEA FEATURED PRESENTERS

Dr. Peggy Bennett, Professor Emerita Oberlin Conservatory and Dr. Doug Bartholomew,
Professor Emeritus Montana State University, co-authors of SongWorks | & II.

Dr. Fleurette Sweeney, matriarch and co-architect of Education Through Music, Music
EdVentures, SongWorks, Living Language Institute, and Self-Design Graduate Institute.
SongWorks Certified Educators, as well as new and experienced SongWorks teachers. Teachers
of preschoolers through graduate students. Members from 13 US States, Canada, and Japan.




The Nutcracker Suite is a gem!

| absolutely love introducing
students to Trepak and Dance of
the Sugar Plum Fairy in
December! We begin our study
with a short biography of
Tchaikovsky and an introduction
to his ballet, The Nutcracker.
When we discuss ballet as a
genre, students often describe
their experiences either

dancing ballet or going to see a
ballet. Some even show us their
dance moves!

Many of the movements in the
ballet lend themselves well to
music study. Students are
captivated by the melody,
instrumentation, and rhythms,
and they quickly ask for the
pieces to be played over and over
again (even as they get older).

Trepak
Introduction:
Students stand in their own spots,
and “Do as | do.” Simple dance
moves show the form of the song.
A section: Fold arms and kick
legs out in front, almost like a
Russian kick without squatting to
the ground. The rhythm used for
kicking matches the rhythm
shown in the line map below.

B section: Swing arms back and
forth in front in an upside-down
windshield wiper pattern, going
left, right, and then all the way
around. To the beat, say, “Left
(beat 1), right (beat 2), over
(beats 3 and 4).

The Nutcracker

Bridge and final A section with
accelerando: Same as A section with
movements to match the music.

Map
This mapping activity has been

successful with students in grades K-2.

They love being the conductor and
tracing the map. After following the
map, introduce students to the form
as shown on the map (ABA), and
discuss how the above dance moves
matched the map and form of the
piece. As a bonus, make copies of the
map for each student to take home.
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Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy
Introduction: | often introduce this
piece by showing a clip of Nina

Kaptsova dancing (found on YouTube).

Sammantha Smith
teaches General Music and
Choir at Arsenal PreK-5 and
Linden Elementary Schools in
Pittsburgh, PA

Her graceful movements
clearly match the
articulation in Tchaikovsky’s
piece. As a class, we discuss
how her movements match
the music, and reference
musical terms like staccato,
legato, and tempo. This
discussion then leads into a
song dotting activity for
students.

Movement

A colleague introduced me
to this fun movement
activity a few years ago.
Select one student to be the
Sugar Plum Fairy. That
student tiptoes around the
room, slowly tapping
students with a magic wand.
When a student is tapped,
he or she stands up and
becomes a statue.



\

After all students have become statues,
direct students to stay on their spot and
“switch positions” at various points
throughout the music. | often tell them
to switch at the end of one of the
sixteenth note runs. Students love
figuring out the pattern, and they begin
predicting when they need to switch
their statue poses.

Pre-Song Dotting

Before reading a song dot score, it is
helpful for students to put the rhythm
on their bodies. Students can make
their “ballerina fingers” dance to the
rhythm on their hand, or the hand of
another partner. Students can also
move to the rhythm of the piece on
their tiptoes, emulating the ballerina.

Song Dotting

Students can follow a variety of song
dot scores. Younger students can track
the song dots of a teacher-created
score, and older students can add stems
and flags to the same song dot score.

Students who are experienced with rhythm study might try
creating their own song dot scores and adding stems and flags on
their own. As an added layer of study, students of all ages can sing
the rhythms on Gordon rhythm syllables.

Bonus: Duke Ellington was my “Composer of the Month” for
November. In December, | plan to introduce students to his
version of the Nutcracker Suite, especially Sugar Rum Cherry, and
compare some of his interpretations to Tchaikovsky’s. This will be
a wonderful activity for older students!
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See for yourself.... Allison Carter’s Classroom

Allison Carter teaches

K-5 General Music and | use Jeanette Potvin's trick for hanging ukuleles. | added the element of
Choir at Sandburg each ukulele being named after a musician, creating a fun way to
Elementary School in organize and assign the instruments.
Centennial, CO

This IKEA unit takes the place of an old air vent,
and holds materials and manipulatives. The top
is the "pick up" station so students can easily
access supplies for that day.

My Teacher-Only Zone. | think it's important for

the teacher to have a designated and respected
workspace.



This pegboard is a great way to keep my
percussion instruments organized and helps
my students find what they need easily.

L RATALE

My most referenced posters hang on this
wall. Not only do they remind my students
of language to use during class discussions,
but also, they help me remember language
to use when giving feedback.

| love this rug! It serves many purposes in my room. The
neutral color does not over stimulate students and my
class fits perfectly around the outside. We use the staff
frequently when working on naming notes on the staff.

| NOTICE...
| WONDER.se

| VALYE...
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PLAYFUL TEACHING

ONG SongWorks Principles and Practices
OR KI Certification Courses

VIBRANT LEARNING

SongWorks

in Action
LEVEL 1

SongWorks
for

Musicality

SongWorks LEVEL 2

LEVEL 3

Information - www.songworkseducators.com
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The Purpose of SongWorks Educators Association is to search for and practice
ways of making music and interacting with people that preserve and celebrate the
dignity of both. As a guiding principle, this purpose will focus our work on:

1) Practices that foster interactive, facilitative learning environments.

2) Strategies that empower the learner within the context of music experience
and study.

3) Networks that encourage collaboration between diverse disciplines,
professionals, and interest groups.

SWEA Board of Directors
and Committee Chairs

FOR MEMBERS President: Max Mellman, NJ

President-Elect: Vicky Suarez, TX

Past President: Taryn Raschdorf, VA

President-Elect Apprentice: Lisa Schoen, MN

Secretary: Anna Shelow, OH
taryn@songworkseducators.com Treasurer: Anna Langness, CO

Registrar: Alice Norquist, MD

Jake Harkins, VA

Mary Stockum, CO

Beth Cain, TX
S45 Regular $75 Sustaining

$100 Patron $20 Student
Join or donate online at:

Or pay dues by mail, contact Registrar Alice
Nordquist for mailing instructions at

Would you like to submit something to be
considered for the SWEA Newsletter or
Happenings? Email




