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From the President

Happy New Year, Readers!

2017 is here and withit A we | | , [ donot know.

one of the great things about January 1 st? A fresh start, a blank

canvas, a year ready to be filled with who knows what.

Accomplishments and joys, challenges and sorrows, and my favorite: Ruthanne Parker
celebrations! This year, Music EdVentures certainly has something to Wyncote, PA
celebrate f our 25t anniversary! New initiatives, growing numbers,

and a wider reach are all things we can look forward to as we mark a quarter -century of

sharing music together. As you may know, though, looking toward the future is never a
solitary act. It always has a partner i remembering and reflecting on the past. While you
are reading the newsletters this year, be on the lookout for thoughts from past -presidents

of Music EdVentures. Starting next month, these former leaders will be sharing the

n This | s

Presidentdés Lett
Vol ume 1 Number

The Children are
Comi ng! p. 8

Prelude and Pres
of a Form Book

Mystery Map

Music and Langua
Literacy

Tips for Teacher
I nteractions

SongWorks in Act
2017 MEI Confere

ME | Leadership




From the President (continued)é

highlights from their time as president, and | cannot wait to read about the growth our
organization has seen in the past 25 years, and how their experiences mirror my own as

president even now! And who knows A maybe for our 50 t anniversary we will be hearing
from YOU!

- Ruthie

With gratitude, we THANK our outstanding

MUSIC EDVENTURES PRESIDENTS 19026

Sandy Verschoot 1992 -1994, MT
Judy Suvak 1994 -1996, MT
Anna Langness 1996 -1998, CO
Terolle Turnham 1998 -2000, MN
Marty Stover 2000 -2002, MT
Sandy Murray 2002 -2004, BC
Tony Williamson 2004 -2006, OR
Mary Springer 2006 -2008, WA
Deb Eikenbary 2008 -2010, IN
Marilyn Winter 2010 -2012, AZ
Judy Fjell 2012 -2013, MT
Terolle Turnham 2013 -2014, MN
Leah Steffen 2014 -2015, MN
Samantha Smith 2015 -2016, OH
Ruthanne Fisher 2016 -2017, PA

Not a current member of
Music EdVentures, Inc.?

0dzON . 3 RINgW
|l tds quick and easy! Go t
www.musicedventures.com
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Sandy Verschoot, President
Judy Suvak, Editor

A d FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Hopefully you had a relaxing and enjoy-
able summer and you are launched into the
school year with excitement and high ex-
pectations of success.

The Montana Educators Group (MEG) of
Music EdVentures met at Marilyn Winter’s
home September 25, Friday evening, till
about 10:00 Sunday morning, September
27. Our agenda included the following:

1. Clarifying the difference between
Update and a future conference, and writ-
ing a statement of purpose for each.

2. Discussing what might be included on

. a form recommending new candidates for
Update. .

3. Looking over the work that Marilyn
has done so far on the writing of a grant
for teaching the gifted and talented. She
is asking for help on the evaluation sec-
tion.

4. Discussing future courses--when, how
long they should be, etc.

5. Discussing the use of outside present-
ers for Update as well as for future confer-
ences. Conversely, Jerric mentioned that
to get exposure we should be putting in
proposals to present at reading conferences
and talented and gifted conferences.

6. Trying to come up with a name for
what we do.

7. Working on an agenda for Update
1993.

8. Looking at the Pre-K-1 materials that
have been compiled so far. A working
meeting will be held at Ann’s home to do
further work on this project the end of
October.

9. The sharing of ideas. WHEW!

It was a very fulfilling, rewarding and
rejuvenating weekend. I strongly encour-

age you to meet in your own areas (if
possible) for brainstorming and sharing on
the items mentioned above. The willing-
ness to share ideas and the ability to con-
sider each others’ opinions and ideas and
then come to a consensus is one of the
things that make our Music EdVentures so
strong. If you have any thoughts about the
items we discussed at our MEG meeting
please write or call me and/or bring your
ideas to Update 1993.

Just a reminder so that there will be no
misundertandings or hurt feelings, as per
the motion that was passed at our last
meeting, Update 1993 will be for the peo-
ple currently on the list of charter mem-
bers. I am working on a form for pro-
spective members of Update. If you have
any suggestiong please call or mail them to

me.
Looking forward to secing you at Update
Sandy Verschoot.

1993!
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UPDATE

Update 1993 will be
held at Holiday Inn West
in Spokane March 26 and
27. The cost of rooms
has gone up $1, to $40
per night per room.
Please make your reserva-
tions by March 10.

Some people have com-
plained about the food.
This has been mentioned
to Jean Berg who does the
reservations. We can
look for another motel if
things are not to our
liking, but it might be
difficult to find an inn
that is as convenient and
as inexpensive as Holiday
Inn West. Your com-
ments are welcomed on
this subject.

SUMMER NEWS

Our members have been
busy during the summer.
If you don’t see your
activities related here,
please let me know what
you have been doing.

One of the major ac-
complishments of the
summer was the publica-
tion of a new book auth-
ored by Peggy Bennett
and Doug Bartholomew.
Its title is
WORKS: Valuing Sing-
used the book in Oregon
during the course there.
If you haven’t had oppor-
tunity to see the book, '

Doug has them.

Peggy taught a class in
Indiana and she and Anna
taught together in St.
Paul.

Anna taught the only
course sponsored by Mu-
sic EdVentures this sum-
mer. Marilyn and Daisy
were support persons.
Due to some problems
within the university, the
course wasn’t advertised
correctly and thus drew a
small enrollment. The
word is that it was an
excellent course.

Doug and Judy taught a
three day course called

Tall Tales and Small
Songs which used songs
and activities to aid in
teaching language arts.
There were 35 enrolled
including Marilyn and
Tomi. Doug also taught a
composition class and his
Music Literacy Class. If
you have taught a course
not mentioned here,
please get your info to
me.

TREASURER

Tomi has been VERY
busy being our treasurer.
She got a lot more work
this summer than she had
expected. All the checks
for the Oregon course
were written to Music
EdVentures (instead of the
university) and sent to
Tomi. This was over and
above the regular work of

organizing a new group'’s
treasury. Our thanks to
her.

Carol Nelson again took
a choir to Europe this
summer. We haven’t
heard any of the details,
Carol!

We have missed Jerrie
Boksich at Update because
she has been very in-
volved in The Montana
Reading Council. She is
now president. We look
forward to her being with
us in the future.

Betty Hoffmann spent
nearly four weeks in
England in the summer.
Her friend, Dennis
Melang, is teaching there
in the American School.

choirs and a wonderful
time in Ireland.

Betty Phillips and family
moved into a new house
this summer. Betty spent
some of the summer with
her mother who had bro-
ken her arm.

Nancy Meserve asked to
be remembered to you.
She wants to keep in
touch with our group.

So...what have you been
doing? Please send your
news for publication.
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WE'RE SAILING DOWN THE RIVER
Marilyn Winter (and friends)

The progression of the development of this song game is as follows:

We know the B section from Let’s Do It Again. Carol Nelson presented the gate idea at Update; then
Marilyn took it back to her sixth grade students with the intention of adding the A section. During this
year’s course in Forest Grove the ideas surfaced of putting five in the middle instead of three. For adults
this is where the game really took off.

Formation: Circle, hands joined. Three | SN RNUMNG e Bl
to five people in the center. American Folk Song
Section A -- Three to five people in the A -
middle, eyes closed. "It" goes around the ¥ P
outside of the circle and touches three sets I 2 L
of hands, one set on each "sailing.” These T v 7
people become bridges or gates that will S Ay e -
open to let out the people in the middle. = T
They can open only when approached by ! - B
st o mit mi il e T L e m
then close and will not reopen during this - Cﬁ—ﬁ e
turn. 4 o7 R (SR g SR B Caen

s 2
Section B -- Those in the middle uncover - et e i
their eyes and attempt to find the openings -
and get out. "It" spins as cadence "Oh, + +——3—317
Miss Susan Brown" is sung, again stopping o
on "Brown." The person s/he is pointing . i oty
to becomes the next "it." The ones who o
were able to get out select another person 7 e r X
to be in the middle. Those left in the e Ua 6 Wi yw Bl on G On Fas Seen Brown
middle must stay for another turn or, de- -

pending upon the group, everyone selects a
person to replace people in the middle.

"After I sing this song I will ask you a question, so you may want to get your cars ready to listen. Can
you remember some of the words that were sung? (Class responds)
I will sing the song again and we’ll sec how many of the words you mentioned that were in-the song. - You
might be thinking about where the occur in the song. :

Please antiphon with me. I will begin singing; when I stop you'{vill continue singing the song until I

begin again. (Antiphon, stopping only on cadence words, building to chunks and phrases until song is
familiar).

How many sections does the song have? Raise your hand when you think the second section begins. How

__ many sections? Why do you say that? In the first section I’m thinking of a word that occurs three times.

Can you figure it out? Check it.
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