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SongWorks: Making Connections truly made
CONNECTIONS! This year’s conference was
packed with as many superb presentations as last
year. Each one gave us opportunities to think of
what we have been doing, what we want to do, and
possibly what we should be doing. If you have been
on the MEI Facebook page recently you have read
many inspiring messages from members who
attended the conference.

Sitting down to write this article has been difficult
due to so many thoughts swimming in my mind.
Lisa Schoen, a 2014 Emerging Pioneer from Minnesota, captured
exactly what I wanted to say.
I have never felt more excited and inspired in my teaching (and in
the spring, no less!) than I have this week! We've been singing and
playing Circle 'Round The Zero, Sing With Me, Oh Where, Oh
Where Has My Little Dog Gone?, Chanty Song (complete with the
students choosing between secret songs on the solfa ladder!),
practicing rhythm using Anna's Twinkle Twinkle strategy, and
moving to We Sail and We Sail and We Stop. Peggy's words about
REFRAMING how we see others' behaviors have been ringing in
my ears. The new ideas have been fabulous, but the modeling of
the process and the language, the delight in teaching and learning
-- these are what have filled me. Thank you, MEI!!! ~ Lisa Schoen
The month of May can be such a busy time and the duties we are
required to do can weigh us down. I encourage you to look through the
fabulous handouts we received from all of the presenters and pick one
to brighten up your day. Think very purposefully about how it connected
to YOU and how it fits into your style of teaching.
The Presidential Team is carefully looking at how handouts can be
made available to all members, so keep a close eye on the web page
for developments. It is going to be another year of many new additions!
Throughout the year we will keep you up-to-date on the certification
process and how the team is progressing. If you are interested in
becoming SongWorks certified please contact Judy Fjell promptly.
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
cont’d

When you are a member of MEI you will have access to the NEW PHOTO Membership Roster on our
website. Thanks to Anna Langness for spearheading this. A new password for accessing the For Members
postings will be emailed out to all current members very soon.
In Minnesota, spring is taking a l-o-n-g time to come and we are growing weary. I am so grateful the
Minnesota MEI group meets monthly. The support from this group is valuable on so many levels. Have you
ever thought about organizing a group in your area? Two people could be considered a group, however 3-5
really makes a group! Give some thought to this, step out and organize. It is truly worth it! I look forward to
hearing what you develop.
Happy Spring to you all!
Leah

Following the 2014 MEI Conference in Minnesota, the MEI Facebook site was “humming” with excitement and
expressions of gratitude for the inspiration, new understanding, and content gained by attendees. With
permission, we share just a few of the MEI postings and snapshots (photos by Vicky Suarez and Molly Feigal.)

Thank you to everyone involved in the recent
MEI conference. The conference was just what
I needed to "jump start" my teaching. The
SongWorks approach has transformed the way my
toddlers and preschoolers respond to singing. For
the first time in my career, I feel confident in
presenting new songs to my students. My very
young students are volunteering to start songs,
contributing ideas, and following ideographs. They
are fully engaged in the learning process. Thank
you for making teaching fun!
~ Kathy Cartwright

L: Sandy Murray (BC) R: Betty Phillips (OR)
Just had a wonderful week of playing games with my
K-5 students. Played Heave Ho from Anna Langness’
lesson (kiddos loved it so much they took it back to their
classroom and played it there!), Where, Oh Where? from
Sandy Murray, (VERY popular with K-3's), and Circle
Round the Zero from Leah Steffen. I was SO motivated
this week and am starting to see the joy in the kids that
I've wanted for years. Thanks EVERYONE for making
my experience this past weekend so joyful! I want the
happiness of the weekend to be my "real world" from
now on and I've been given the tools to
start my journey. ~ Deb Graf

Ok everyone...I told you I would recap how I did in Kindergarten yesterday....IT WAS AMAZING! We
started with Pumpkin Stew. I sang it, then had children tell me what else we could put in the stew. They
loved brainstorming. Then we drew a picture of ONE idea. We then made our circle and sang each idea
into the pot. It was so much fun! Then I did Twinkle Twinkle as a secret song and had a map on the
board with two stars and a diamond where they came in the song. The children guessed and we
revealed the song. Then I followed my map as we sang. The kids requested to have a turn following, so I
let 4 kids try. They definitely had trouble, but still thought it was great fun. Then we practiced our
mapping...started with whole body movement, then one arm, then finger, then cap on, and finally cap off.
The kids loved it, were engaged and were so excited to see what they had done. THANK YOU Fleurette
and Music Adventures for introducing this to me. I am in LOVE! AND THANK YOU to all of you who
posted ideas for me!!!! ~ Bethany Beaudry

Marilyn Winter (AZ) kicked off the conference
with her session, It’s On the Map: Getting
Started with Mapping and Using It in
Education. The participants’ personal
experience of being led to enhanced listening
through mapping sent many home
determined to put this techniques to use!
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Waiting in the airport and what do I hear
playing on the speaker? Grieg's "Morning
Song" wow, it's amazing how this music
adventure comes full circle. Finger mapping
as I listen. ~ Mary Stockum

Pam Vellutini leading her popular drumming sessions:
Let’s Talk! Getting the Drum Conversation Going! and
Sing It! Drum It! Connecting Rhythm Patterns into a Song.

For several conferences now, I've come home excited about song mapping, but in the end
chicken out about sharing it with my students, feeling that I didn't have the expertise. Well,
guess what? I shared it with THREE classes today using Where or Where and Jump Jim Joe.
And I think I've finally got a handle on it! The kids ate it up! Tomorrow is my formal eval,
and my principal will be observing a lesson with Chicken on a Fencepost. Wish me
luck! ~ Cherie Carstensen

I have enjoyed using some of Anna's "thrilling scale drills" with my
small (only 5, grades 4, 5, 6) youth choir at church. They were
intrigued and stayed quite focused. I am also trying to use sol-fa to
introduce new songs and learn harmony parts. ~ Paige Macklin
from the session, Rhythm and Solfa Practice: Is It a Thrill or a Drill?
presented by Anna Langness and Angelie Timm

I just did something brave! Our elementary music coordinator sent out an email asking if any
of us elementary music specialists are interested in presenting at a Fine Arts Summit on June
11. I just filled out and sent my presentation proposal! I'm trying to get out there and share our
wonderful SongWorks ideas and strategies! Stepping out of my comfort zone but knowing
each of us can represent Music EdVentures to our fellow teachers, and that teachers are
looking for these wonderful ways of being with children! Hoping this encourages others to
share! ~ Vicky Suarez

Thank you thank you, Vicky! This is a great piece of news
this morning. Students and teachers need our way of
teaching. If it means stepping out of our comfort zone to
share, so be it. Way to go, I know you will give a wonderful
presentation. We are all there with you!
~ Judy Fjell

Setsuko Kawada and Yuriko Ishikawa,
for Japanese: Tongue Twister in English

Judy Fjell presenting Chording to
Folksongs: Structure to Get Us
Strumming; Mary Stockum and
Melanie Gibson on ukuleles.

Recipients of the 2014
Fleurette Sweeney Fellowship for Emerging Pioneers in Education
with Fleurette Sweeney
are honored at the MEI Banquet

Erika DeMonner (CA), Jacquie Undem (MN), Emma Shukle (MN), Fleurette Sweeney (BC),
Lisa Schoen (MN), Karalyn Koskela (MN), Beth Gadbaw (CO)

On April 19 Fleurette celebrated her 85th Birthday at the birthday party hosted by Kate McCabe
at her Creative Minds Learning Center in Vancouver, BC

contributed by Sandy Murray

ANNOUNCING
2015 MEI Conference
April 9 - 10 - 11
DENVER, CO

SAVE THE DATE

Conference Chair
Samantha Smith (OH)
MEI President-Elect

SongWorks: Discover Your Pathway
Our 2015 conference theme will focus on ways in which the SongWorks
principles and practices can be applied in different instructional
settings. With this information, conference attendees will be able to
connect these strategies to their own teaching and learning in a way
that specifically fits their needs. In essence, the sessions will inspire you
to create your own SongWorks pathway.
Presentation applications will be sent to MEI members in mid-June, so
start thinking of great ideas now! Submit your proposal asap! Please
feel free to contact me with any questions you have regarding the
theme. I am more than happy to brainstorm with you!
Email or call me: samantha.meese@gmail.com 412-691-0660

Dear MEI Newsletter Readers
Become a new member or renew your 2014 membership
Consider making a donation to MEI
As newsletter readers, you have undoubtedly noticed the expanding activities of MEI over the past five years.
Besides seeing the transformation of the website and the additions of videos, you’ve learned about the
dynamic teachers recognized and supported through the Fleurette Sweeney Fellowship for Emerging Pioneers
in Education. Reported more discretely are the numbers who receive Lukas travel grants and scholarships.
Grants are awarded on a need basis, which changes for people from year to year. We also recognize that
travel expense to the conference varies greatly. Given all the variables, we see how dedicated our members
are to make their attendance and support of MEI a high priority in their lives.
MEI’s goal each year is to fund the Sweeney Fellowships, and Lukas Travel Grants and Scholarships through
Donations. Our Donations come from Members of MEI! Each year many members have made tax
deductible donations in a variety of amounts: $5 $15 $25 $35 $50 $100 $1,000. You may consider contributing
in this way to help fund our efforts.
MEI MEMBERSHIP DUES support the ongoing work and outreach of Music EdVentures. Please enjoy the
newsletter and support us! The 2014 user/password for the “Members” site will be sent with the confirmation of
your payment! A wealth of resources are there for you! www.musicedventures.org

Editor’s note: In response to the numerous requests on the MEI Facebook site for the score for this song, Erika agreed to
share her score and study. Given Erika’s new melody and additional text, Pumpkin Stew has taken on a new life with
expanded possibilities for study throughout the year.

Cooking Up Excitement!
Pumpkin Stew in Kindergarten

Erika DeMonner, a 2014
Emerging Pioneer, is the
Music Specialist (K-5) at
Saint Lawrence Catholic
School in Santa Clara, CA.
She holds a Master of
Music Teaching degree
from the Oberlin College
Conservatory of Music.
After receiving her BA
degree, Erika spent a year
teaching a creative arts/
improvisational group
approach that combined
music and dance.

This year Halloween snuck up on me. It started with some crisp days,
some wind and fall leaves, and before I knew it kids were talking about
candy and costumes. Oh no! I hadn’t even thought about Halloween
songs! It was already two weeks into October, and I found myself
digging through file cabinets and binders, looking for a fresh Halloween
song for my younger students. Of course, this being my first year of
teaching, I had inherited a lot of files and binders to dig through. And I
was not finding anything!
Discouraged, I turned to the internet for ideas. In a few minutes, I came
across a video of a little boy singing Pumpkin Stew. This might work! I
looked around for more information on the song but found only a few
recordings of children singing different versions of the song. Well, if
there are already some different melodies floating around, why not make
my own?
I sat with the different variations I’d heard and tried out a few ideas, and
finally settled on one that I found exciting, with a little minor flair to add to
the Halloween feel.

adapted by Erika DeMonner

Now to share it with my Kinders!
Good morning! Today I have a new song to share with you. This song has a question in it. Listen
carefully to see if you can tell me what the question is!
While singing, raise palms in a questioning gesture on the line “What shall I put in my Pumpkin
Stew?” to draw attention to it. After the question is provided by the students, ask if they heard
what was put in the pumpkin stew. If they did not catch it, allow them to hear it again
unchanged.!
!
cont’d

Now this time, something will be different in our song. See if you can hear what changes when I sing
it this time.
While singing, add more motions- stirring your pumpkin stew and dropping your ingredient into
the pot. Put something new in the stew, keeping the melodic and rhythmic integrity where
possible- one, two, or three syllable ingredients work best.
!
I can put anything I want into my pumpkin stew. Raise a quiet hand if you have a favorite food we
can add to the pot!
When singing the idea into the song, you can sing the student’s name into the song as well, with
an accompanying friendly gesture. “Jaime thinks that some pizza will do. That’s what we’ll put in
our pumpkin stew!” Of course, it could also be “her” pumpkin stew instead.
Who has another idea of what we could add to the pot? See if you can do the motions with me while
we put Talin’s idea into the song!
At this point, my students were already singing and moving along with me, but more listening
turns are always an option! Though we started with foods, the Halloween mentality quickly took
over. Soon we were adding zombies, brains, kitty cats, and princesses to the pot.
Wow, I see so many students with their hands up, wanting to put their ideas in the song! This time, I
will not call your name before the song to share your idea, I will call your name in the song. So be
ready to share your idea when the song tells you to!
All students sing and ask “What shall we put in our pumpkin stew?”, but only the student whose
name I put in the song sings their idea, giving them a (very!) short solo opportunity. I sing:
“Braydon thinks that some . . .” Braydon shouts: “Pirates!” I continue: “. . . will do.” The whole
class joins in again with “That’s what we’ll put in our pumpkin stew!”
I think everyone has had a chance to think about what they might want to put in the pumpkin stew.
Everyone, draw your idea on these pieces of paper so we can all sing them into our pot.
Now that we all have our ideas drawn on our papers, we can sing them into the pot! As you come up
to put your ingredient in the stew, sing your idea into this phrase: “I think that some ghosts will do.”
Let’s all practice together, and you can practice putting your own idea into the song.
As I model the phrase into which we will sing our ideas, I lift up my own picture when I say my
idea. After we have practiced the phrase a couple of times, we form a circle around our pot/
basket/bucket.
Let’s sing our song three times in a row, and our first three volunteers can each take a solo turn to
sing their idea into the pot.
Once the first few soloists have sung the line “I think that some ____ will do” with their idea, we
can start doing multiple volunteers at a time, singing their idea phrases one after the other
before we all come back in at the cadence phrase.
How many students shall we have sing in a row this time? Two? Three? Five? At this rate all of our
ingredients will be in the pot in no time! Once all of our ideas our in the pot, we have to do a special
dance while they all cook together. Walk with me as we sing!
!

cont’d

Combine the stirring, questioning and gesturing movements together with exaggerated stomps
on the big beats, the downbeats of each measure. You can either take steps only with the big
stomps, or make the big stomps an accent to more frequent steps which mark the smaller,
quarter note pulse. Or you can mix it up between the two!
!
How many big stomps did we take each time we sang the song? Let’s take some ideas and then check them
the next time we sing and walk.
Once we know there are eight big stomps, we can move the big beat to our hands, clapping on the down
beats or even high-fiving our neighbors. One extension may be to come up with a hand jive that
incorporates our song gestures.
Our stew has finished cooking, but now we need to draw an ideograph for this song! An ideograph tells us how
to make our song, just like a recipe tells us how to make our stew. I want to make an ideograph using pictures.
We’ll draw pictures for each chunk of our song so that another class will be able to know how to sing our
pumpkin stew. Then we all need to draw our idea into the song so that another class can make the same
pumpkin stew as we did! How many pictures do you think our song should have? What should they show us to
remind us of the song?
After extensive work with the big beat and our gestures, coming to a consensus on how many pictures -and even what the pictures should be -- will take minimal discussion. I draw the eight pictures up on the
board, modeling two lines of four. The idea space can be filled as students suggest new ideas for the
song.
Let’s all sing while I lead us through our song. While we sing, count how many times I touch our song map.
Can you tell me when I touched each picture? Clap as my hand touches each picture while we sing our song.
Who would like to come up and lead us while we read our song together?
Students can take turns suggesting new ingredients and leading us in reading our symbols. Once we
have enough facility reading and following as a group, the students are free to go make their own
versions. As they create, I walk around and have them read and sing their ideograph score to me. Often
this acts as a self-check, helping them with their score-making accuracy.
Once all graphs are finished, students can tour to see each others’ papers, practice reading each others’
pictures, or even share in front of the class and lead us through their ideograph. I encourage my students to
take their ideographs home and sing them with their parents or siblings. I only teach one kindergarten class,
but I envision an extension activity involving a bound book of song graphs per class, which are then traded and
read by a different class. They could even recreate the stew, following the “recipe” made by their schoolmates.
I'm sure we will come back to this song again and again! §

. . . from What’s on the MEI Website!

“Mind-Boggling” is All I Could Say!!!
by Marilyn Winter
Have you visited the Member’s Page on our MEI website? MIND-BOGGLING is all I
could say as I perused those resources. I was “blown away” by the number and quality
of the ideas, filming, and postings provided there.
Video of MEI Conference Presentations
What a gift MEI members have given to the world of education.
Marilyn Winter
Sun City, AZ

• First, by presenting ideas. Many of us have given presentations in our local schools or
at the MEI Conferences and realize the thinking, organizing, and energy it takes to make
a presentation.

• Second, by the many hours of editing video in order to present these sessions in a useable format.
Filming, editing, and posting videos of the conference on our website was a vision of our Past President,
Terolle Turnham. She spearheaded this project. She enlisted the efforts of Anna Langness, Pam Vellutini
and Marilyn Winter for editing and posting.
• Third by providing funds to hire David Steffen and Ryan Mallory to record, edit, and upload video clips to
our website, both providing their services at discounted prices.
Doug’s Two-Part Compositions
Last fall, during his sabbatical leave from Montana State University, Doug Bartholomew spent his time
creating folk songs in two part harmonies. This gift is a PHENOMENOL resource. We cannot approach
understanding the number of hours spent compiling this invaluable source. I particularly LOVE the Maple
Swamp arrangements. (Fun, fun, fun,) Oh my, I just counted them and there are 64 songs with three (3)
arrangements of each. Doug, how can we ever thank you enough for these arrangements?
Hmmmm, Could This Work?
As I sang through Doug’s arrangements I imagined how we might present them to students. It came to me
that Susan Kenney’s use of icons and ideographs described in her presentation, “Icons, Ideographs, and
Maps” http://www.musicedventures.org/members-only/Documents/Susan%20Kenney%20%20-%20Icons
%20Final.pdf may be perfect groundwork for reading Doug’s arrangements.
To you in the ranks of teaching, I bid you to devise a way of moving through Susan’s ideographs and icons
into Doug’s two-part songs. Please let us know what you discover.
To those involved in the above mentioned activities, JOB WELL DONE!!!! THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
THANK YOU!!!!
You can access the Members website page by getting the password and ID code from our Treasurer, Anna
Langness. alangness@gmail.com
The new 2014 user/password will be emailed to all 2014 MEI members on May 1 and to each new
member after that. It’s easy to join or renew your membership for 2014. Use this link to the MEI website:
http://musicedventures.org/memberships.html Thank You! ~ Anna Langness

MEI members: Are you making a presentation or sharing SongWorks ideas with classroom
colleagues or your school district music specialists? Let us know! Send your information to the
Newsletter Editor, Anna Langness at alangness@gmail.com.

Music & Literacy
A Springboard to Language Development

The  process  of  acquiring  language  and  literacy  seems  to  parallel  how  chil-
dren  hear  music,  learn  songs  and  eventually  read  music.   Children’s  songs  
and  song  games  recreate  an  imaginative  backdrop  for  children  to  immerse  
themselves  in  not  only  music  but  a  rich  layer  of  linguistic  experiences.
This  active  and  applicable  workshop  provides  a comfortable  and  engaging  
process  that  practically  demonstrates  this  connection  and  offers   childcentered  ways  of  enriching  the  development  of  literacy.   The  songs  and  
activities  are  designed  to  be  very  accessible  to  teachers  of  young  children.
  

Pam  Vellutini  has  25  years  experience  teaching  elementary  music  educa-
tion  in  the  Ashland,  Phoenix-Talent  School  Districts,  DoDDS  Germany  as  
well  as  SOU  music  education.  
Betty  Phillips  is  retired  but  continues  to  work  for  the  Corvallis  School  
District  after  31  years  of  teaching  both  Music  K-5  and  1st  and  2nd  grades.   
Tony  Williamson  taught  K-5  music  with  the  Gresham  /  Barlow  School  
District  for  18  of  his  27  years  teaching  in  Oregon.  
Instructors:  Pam  Vellutini,  Betty  Phillips,  Tony  Williamson
Saturday,  June  7,  2014
8:30—4:30  pm
Higher  Education  Center—Medford–  Room  129
$30workshop  fee/$55  for  ED  399  credits
Open  to  SOU  Early  Childhood  
&  Elementary  Ed  students  &  
Early  Childhood  Professionals

Pre-register  by  contacting  Angela  at  
Huftill@sou.edu  or  541-552-6332
    sou.edu/education/ecd/workshops

Editor’s note: Dear Readers, Let other folks know about this wonderful resource! Take another look at it from
the perspective of preschool and kindergarten teachers, special needs teachers, or parents! Suggest a specific
spot for them to view! Pass on the website address. fyi - Chrome is recommended for faster access to the
videos.

http://www.oberlin.edu/library/digital/songworks/introduction.html

2014 Music EdVentures Leadership
The Board of Directors

President
Leah Steffen
Shafer, MN

Treasurer
Anna Langness
Broomfield, CO

President-Elect
Samantha Smith
Cleveland, OH

Past President
Terolle Turnham
Eagan, MN

Secretary
Betty Phillips
Corvallis, OR
Director At Large
Jake Harkins
Falls Church, VA

Director for USA
Vicky Suarez
Richardson, TX

President-Elect Apprentice
Ruthanne Fisher
Glenside, PA

Director for Japan
Eiko Oyoko
Nara City, Japan

Director At Large
Esther Campbell
Olympia, WA

Director for Canada
Kate Smith
Port Coquitlam, BC

The Purpose of Music
EdVentures, Inc. is to search for and
practice ways of making music and
interacting with people that preserve and
celebrate the dignity of both. As a
guiding principle, this purpose will focus
our work on:
1. Practices that foster
interactive, facilitative learning
environments.
2. Strategies that empower the
learner within the context of
music experience and study.
3. Networks that encourage
collaboration between diverse
disciplines, professionals, and
interest groups.

MEI Officers
President
!
Leah Steffen, MN
President-Elect
!
Samantha Smith, OH
President-Elect Apprentice
!
Ruthanne Fisher, PA
Past President
!
Terolle Turnham, MN
Secretary
!
Betty Phillips, OR
Treasurer
!
Anna Langness, CO
Board of Directors
!
Jake Harkins, VA
!
Esther Campbell, WA
!
Vicky Suarez, TX
!
Eiko Oyoko, Japan
!
Kate Smith, Canada
Website Chair
!
Pam Vellutini, OR
Newsletter Chair
!
Anna Langness, CO
Academic Coordinator
!
Paige Macklin, MN
Communications Guidelines
!
Peggy Bennett, MT
2014 Conference Planning
Committee Chair
!
Samantha Smith, OH
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2015
MEI CONFERENCE
April 9, 10, 11
Denver, CO

Any member of Music EdVentures, Inc.
can receive a copy of the MEI Policies
and Procedures Manual by
contacting MEI Past President Terolle
at t.turnham@gmail.com.

Support the Mission of MEI
with your membership dues!
$45 Regular $75 Sustaining $100 Patron $20 Student
Pay online at www.musicedventures.org
or
Make checks payable to MEI in (USD); Include your
name, address, phone and email.
Send to Anna Langness, Treas.
1179 Lilac St.
Broomfield, CO 80020
News and Notes is the monthly communication of Music
EdVentures, Inc. (MEI). Regular features will keep members and
friends up to date on coming events and the latest teaching
techniques, tips and strategies. Submissions are due on the 15th
of the month prior to publication and may be submitted months in
advance, indicating the month in which they are to be published.
The committee reserves the right to select material to be published
according to length and appropriateness. Articles should be
200-325 words. Visuals should be scanned and submitted as PDF
or jpeg files. Submissions may be sent to alangness@gmail.com
and may be edited to accommodate space limitations.

