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APRIL 3-5 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

MUSIC EDVENTURES, INC
2014

 CONFERENCE 

 Conference Chair
                  Leah Steffen (MN)

MEETINGS
  Wed.    7:30 p.m.  MEI Board Meeting
  Thurs. 7:00 a.m. MEI Board Meeting
 MEI Pres. Terolle Turnham (MN), presiding

  Thurs. 8:30  Registration, (pay for CEU or credit)
  Fri. & Sat. 8:45 Registration
  Thurs.-Sat. 9:00 Sessions begin

  Thurs.-Sat. Noon Luncheons
  Thurs. 5:40 Sessions end

  Fri. 5:30 Sessions end
  Fri. 6:00 p.m. Happy Hour - hotel bar
  Fri. 6:30 p.m. Conference Banquet
  Sat. 3:35 Close of Conference

  Sat. 3:40 p.m.  MEMBERSHIP BUSINESS MEETING



Terolle Turnham
Eagan, MN

 From the President

Dear Music EdVenturers,

What draws me to our MEI Conference? What is it that pulls me out of my quiet life to gather with 
strangers and friends to sing, play, and interact, to think about teaching and learning, about 
language acquisition, about behavior of individuals and groups? I’ve been fascinated with the word 
synergy for years. And metaphors oftentimes give a truer sense of something than ‘reality’ 
language. So I went online searching for metaphors of synergy and found “The Windstar Journal” 
edited by Cheryl Charles and Bob Samples. I found this quote compelling:

! ! Through synergy—a form of cooperation—creativity, productivity, and effectiveness 
! ! result that would not be possible otherwise. When any two or more elements come
! ! together fully in a cooperative enterprise, the result is synergy. Synergy can be 
! ! entirely personal—within parts of one's self. It can be in relationships— among family,
! ! friends, associates.

At Conference, we are altered as individuals through our interaction with others. We hear new 
ways of talking about old truths. Sometimes we are reminded of our true core selves, that deep 
sense of who we are that guides us to our most authentic interactions as teachers, as friends, as 
family members. This happens within the rich synergetic environment of the Conference. It does 
not happen in the isolation of your classroom. In the midst of the daily assault of noise and frenetic 
action, it is vital to be in an environment that fosters the rediscovery of synergy within, as well as 
the synergy that thrives in the midst of other “teacher seekers.”   

I really look forward to our time together in Minnesota! Using the metaphor of the abundant meal 
beautifully described by Judy Fjell in the March 2013 Newsletter, the table is set, the menu is rich 
and the conversation at the table promises to be mesmerizing. Don’t miss out on the good stuff of 
life. Join us and add your core truths to the recipe!.

Sincerely,

Terolle
Terolle Turnham, President, 
Music EdVentures, Inc.



PREREGISTER NOW
Your Conference materials will be prepared for you.

Speed through the check-in process!

Thursday, April 3 REGISTRATION at 8:30
Friday & Saturday, April 4-5 REGISTRATION at 8:45

Register & renew membership online at
www.musicedventures.org

or
Send forms and check to Anna Langness (see form on p. 4)

must arrive by March 25

CALL and RESERVE your 
Hotel Room NOW!

Holiday Inn Bloomington I-35W
1201 W 94th Street

Bloomington, MN 55431
DEADLINE -- March 5

Call the direct line: 952-884-8211
Reserve with Music EdVentures

http://www.musicedventures.org
http://www.musicedventures.org
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Conference 

Registration+at+9+a.m.+Thursday,+April+3
Conference+ends+at+4+p.m.+on+Saturday,+April+5

HOLIDAY+INN+BLOOMINGTON+II35W
Free$Shuttle$to/from$MSP$and$Mall$of$America

Name$__________________________________________________________________________$$$Phone$__________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________$$$$City_________________________________________

State/Prov++______$$$$$Zip/Postal+Code_________________$$$$$$email______________________________________________________________

!I"teach!!!!!___Music!!!___Classroom!!___Preschool!!!___ELL!!!!!___Other!(_______________________________________)

2014+MEMBERSHIP+DUES:$$$$____$$45$Regular$$$$____$$75$Sustaining$$$____$$100$Patron$$$$____$$20$Student

CONFERENCE+FEES:+(Luncheons!included!in!this!fee)!(All!fees!payable!in!USD)

$ ______$$175$ 2014$Members

$ ______$$225$$$$Nonmembers

$ ______$$100$ Retirees$

$ ______$$$$75$ Students

$ ______$$$110$ One$Day$Only$(Includes!sessions,!luncheon,!1!year!complimentary!membership)

FRIDAY+NIGHT+BANQUET:$Great!opportunity!to!dine!and!share!ideas!with!your!professional!colleagues!!

$ $$$______$$$40$(includes!gratuity!and!tax)

My+diet+requires+++++____$No$restrictions$$$___$Vegetarian$$$___$Vegan$$$$___$Dairy$Free$$$$___$Gluten$Free$$$___$Kosher

TAX+DEDUCTIBLE+DONATION:$$I$am$including$$________$$(for!the!MEI!Scholarship/Travel!Grant!program)

Register+ONLINE+at+www.musicedventures.org/conferences.html$$with+payment+via+PayPal+or+
Mail+your+registration+form+and+check+in+USD+by+March+1+to:+

Anna+Langness,+1179+Lilac+St.,+Broom]ield,+CO+80020;++Questions?+alangness@gmail.com

TOTAL+PAID:++$_________________++++++++CHECK+NUMBER+_____________++!!(Checks!payable!to!Music!EdVentures,!Inc)

+++++++++SCHOLARSHIP+AND+TRAVEL+GRANTS:++to$apply$for$a$scholarship$or$travel$grant$to$the$2014$Conference,$
$ contact$Terolle$Turnham$at$$t.turnham@gmail.com$for$information$and$application$forms.

$$$$$$$$$$OTHER:$$______$I’d$like$contact$information$for$others$interested$in$sharing$hotel$rooms.$

$$$$$$$$$$CONFERENCE+LOCATION:+++
+ Holiday$Inn$Bloomington$IV35W$ $Call$the$HOTEL$DIRECT$LINE:$952V884V8211$

$ 1201$W.$94th$Street$ $for$the$Music$EdVentures$Room$rate:$$79+tax

$ Bloomington,$MN$55431$ $Free$shuttle$to/from$MSP$and$Mall$of$America

!

2014+Music+EdVentures+Conference+REGISTRATION+FORM

Register Early
2014 Conference limit

 75 Participants



 It’s On the Map: Getting Started With Mapping and 
Using It in Education

Marilyn Winter (AZ)

History Moment: Mapping
Dr. Fleurette Sweeney (BC)

Feedback that Feeds: Connecting What We Think and What We Say
Dr. Peggy D. Bennett (OH/MT)

Enhancing SongWorks with Smart Boards
2014 EP  Lisa Schoen (MN)

Cooking Up Excitement: Pumpkin Stew in Kindergarten
2014 EP  Erika DeMonner (CA)

THURSDAY, APRIL 3
8:30 Registration

9:00 - 5:40 Sessions

Introduction of the 2014 Recipients of the
Fleurette Sweeney Fellowship for Emerging Pioneers in Education (EP)

Mentor of EP Program: Dr. Peggy Bennett (OH/MT)

Greetings! Opening Session
Leah Steffen, Conference Chair

MEI President-Elect



THURSDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 3 

Check and Connect in Action: EdVentures in “Speed Dating”
for Creating Community

Ruthanne Fisher (PA)

Polishing Off the Eighth Grade Choir: Enhancing Musical Skills & Enjoyment 
2014 EP Emma Shukle (MN)

Hey, I Heard That on the Radio!: Using SongWorks Strategies to Make 
Meaningful Connections to Popular Music 

Jake Harkins (VA) and Vicky Suarez (TX)

Grabbing and Keeping Attention with Choices: 
An Academic Approach to Older Students 

Dr. Anna Langness (CO)

Let’s Talk!: Getting the Drum Conversation Going!
Pam Vellutini (OR)

Classroom Connections: Applying Shared Reading Strategies to Music Reading
Sandy Murray (BC)

History Moment: Form Books
Dr. Fleurette Sweeney (BCO



FRIDAY, APRIL 4

Wisdom in Choosing: Selecting Song Materials 
That Are Both Deep and Wide 

Betty Phillips (OR)

Observation of a Music Class in Action: 
Third Grade, Royal Oaks Elementary (Woodbury) 

Jeanette Potvin (MN)

Programs!: They’re Not Just Performances
2014 EP Karalyn Koskela (MN)

Discussion of Observation Class

8:45 Registration
9:00 - 5:30 Sessions

6:30 Banquet

Awaken Your Voice in a Playful Way
Judy Fjell (MT)

Special Needs Learners in a SongWorks Classroom
Molly Feigal (MN)

History Moment: (Thinking Outside the Box) 
Learners with Special Needs

Dr. Fleurette Sweeney (BC)

Discussion: Application & Implementation



FRIDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 4

Tongue Twisters in English
Yuriko Ishikawa (Japan)

So Touching!: A ‘No Fear’ Approach to Being Playful
2014 EP Jacquie Undem (MN)

Chording to Folksongs: Structures to Get Us Strumming
Judy Fjell (MT)

Sing It! Drum It!: Connecting Rhythmic Patterns Into a Song!
Pam Vellutini (OR)

Ending Announcements
6:00 Happy Hour

6:30 Conference Banquet

History Moment: Mein (mee-en) Refugee Women
Dr. Fleurette Sweeney (BC)

A Real Reel: Imagining Peggy Lettermore
2014 EP Beth Gadbaw (CO)

Doing What You Can to Maintain Vocal Health
Judy Fjell (MT)



SATURDAY, APRIL 5
8:45 Registration

9:00 - 3:35 Sessions 
3:40 - 4:40 MEI Membership Business Meeting 

Warm Up!: You Can Sing All Day
Judy Fjell (MT)

What Can 2- and 3-Year Olds Do?: Young Children 
Read and Arrange Songs

Susan Kenney (UT) and Emilee Knell (UT)

 Eureka!: Helping Students Discover New Melodic Patterns
Samantha Smith (OH) and Paige Macklin (MN)

Taking the Measure of Music: Is Ravel Really As Easy As 1 - 2 - 3?
Dr. Doug Bartholomew (MT)

History Moment: Song Dots
Dr. Fleurette Sweeney (BC)

History Moment: Stress/Unstress Patterns -- Language Chunks
Dr. Fleurette Sweeney (BC)



SATURDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 5 

Sharing the “Connections” You’ve Made
Leah Steffen (MN)

Rhythm and Solfa Practice: Is It a Thrill or a Drill?
Dr. Anna Langness (CO) and Angelie Timm (CO)

Three Camp Songs in a Dustpan
Marilyn Winter (AZ)

History Moment: Stress Patterns to Masterworks
Dr. Fleurette Sweeney (BC)

Conference Closing and Announcements
Leah Steffen (MN) and Samantha Smith (OH)

MEI MEMBERSHIP BUSINESS MEETING
MEI President Terolle Turnham, presiding 



Music EdVentures, Inc. Annual Conference: 
SongWorks: Making Connections

April 3-5, 2014
Holiday Inn Bloomington I-35W

1201 W. 94th Street, Bloomington, MN 55431

Participants in the Music EdVentures Conference will experience a variety of proven techniques and 
strategies based on principles and practices known as SongWorks. Presentations of activities for 
developing music, reading, listening, language, and social skills in elementary  and preschool age 
children are intended to broaden the teachers’ scope of activities and practices with the goal of 
improving the teaching and learning experience for the students and the teacher. The conference 
includes classroom observation sessions where participants will observe experienced teachers 
applying the SongWorks principles and practices with primary and intermediate age children.

GRADUATE CREDIT
Participants may earn two (2) quarter hours of graduate credit (EDMU5588) from 
Seattle Pacific University (SPU) upon payment of the $90 fee and completion of the 
following:
♦ Attend all workshop sessions;
♦ A written assignment to be handed in before leaving the conference;
♦ A written assignment to be emailed to the instructor within 10 days after the 

conference, relating how something learned at the conference was applied in the 
participant's own classroom, how students reacted and what was the outcome, and a 
self-critique of what made the activity/idea work well and/or what could be done 
differently to produce a better outcome.

Work must be submitted on time in order to receive credit.

Grading:  Pass/No Credit, based on satisfactorily meeting all requirements listed above. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS
Up to 19 Clock Hours (CEU's) may be earned by participants who
 • attend all workshop sessions and 
 • pay the $20 fee to Seattle Pacific University for CEU Certificate from SPU
 • or request a CEU Certificate from Music EdVentures, Inc (free) 

Fees for CEU's or Credit are payable to SPU and are not 
included in the Conference registration fee.

Instructor of Record: Paige Macklin
       hatmack@frontiernet.net

mailto:hatmack@frontiernet.net
mailto:hatmack@frontiernet.net


2014 MEI Conference
April 3-4-5

Minneapolis, MN

REGISTER NOW
Registration form on p. 4

2014 Conference Planning Committee

Leah Steffen, 
MEI Pres-Elect

Chair

Terolle Turnham

Anne Mendenhall
Site CoordinatorJudy Fjell

Sammi Smith

Paige Macklin



January and February 2014 
SongWorks Sessions at Four State Music Conferences

Peggy Bennett with TEN Music EdVentures Emerging Pioneers (EPs)!

Peggy Bennett, sponsored by Alfred Music, presented at the Colorado, Ohio, Minnesota and Texas 
state music conferences during January and February. Peggy realized this provided another 
opportunity to mentor Music EdVentures’ Emerging Pioneers. She invited some from each state to 
assist in her presentations. Each of them planned a ten-minute segment to bring their classroom 
experiences to the session. 

Peggy described these SongWorks teachers as articulate, poised and enthusiastic as they confidently 
shared their ideas, activities, and beliefs about kids and music.

Following her presentation Lisa Schoen expressed what many EPs voiced, “Thank you so much, 
Peggy! How wonderful to get to learn about this whole process of presenting from you and to see you 
in action! Thanks for guiding us through each and every step  and for making our first experience 
presenting such a smooth, calm, organized and positive experience. I learned so much!!! The thought 
of presenting at MMEA was very overwhelming and nerve-racking at first.  But it was truly an 
empowering and exciting experience to realize I really did have something to offer others and that I 
COULD DO IT!”

From Jeanette Potvin, “I had the honorable privilege of presenting with Peggy Bennett at MMEA in 
February, 2014. The preparation of our session was a valuable experience for me. Once again, I was 
revisiting and refining why I do things the way that I do in the classroom. Many thanks to the MN MEI 
group  AND to Peggy for helping me prepare and refine my thoughts and words! THANK YOU, Peggy, 
for your unwavering support and guidance through this process.”

Karalyn Koskela, “Peggy's careful preparation and encouragement helped me to be well-prepared and 
feel very comfortable while presenting.  The MN MEI group was invaluable when it came to giving 
feedback during a "trial run" of my portion of the presentation.”

Samantha Smith, “Preparing for my Ohio MEA presentation, Puzzling: How Children Can Read Music 
Musically, gave me a chance to analyze what I do in the music classroom.  Since I had to spend a lot of 
time thinking about how to explain the processes I use for teaching rhythm and notation, I began to 
understand my own methods more clearly. I began to notice that I already use lots of ‘puzzles’ in my 
classroom, but having this experience has helped me to expand my lessons, and to plan in a more 
methodical way. Peggy's support and guidance were key to my success with this presentation, and I'm 
so grateful for this opportunity!”

Jeanette Potvin, Lisa Schoen, Peggy Bennett, Karalyn Koskela, and Molly FeigalSamantha Smith



Taryn Raschdorf, Aimee Newman, Peggy Bennett, 
Angelie Timm, Theresa Derr

Vicky Suarez said, “Peggy paved the way for me to be successful by mentoring 
me through the preparation, being available to me anytime I had a question, 
giving me the freedom to share my experience, and providing an excellent 
example of how to present with poise and intention. Just being able to watch 
Peggy talk to the teachers before it was my turn calmed my nerves. I loved doing 
this and really look forward to the next time I present!
 
I was really happy my Elementary Music Coordinator and Fine Arts Director were 
not only in the audience, but on the front row, where Peggy called on them to 
come up  and be bumblebees for the Rimsky-Korsakov! I was so glad they got to 
see her and learn about what we do.” 

Peggy Bennett,
Vicky Suarez

Aimee Newman wrote, “My experience presenting at CMEA was, thus far in my career, chart topping! It 
is such an honor to be mentored by Dr Bennett. I always feel so calm when I watch her present and so 
in awe of her poise. It was truly a remarkable moment to be a part of it. I encourage all of you to take 
that leap of faith when it's offered. I believe in you -- it’s your turn to believe in you!”

Taryn Raschdorf exclaimed, “Presenting with Peggy was much like performing a trapeze act. I felt 
elated to have the honor of speaking in front of fellow teachers, honored to share the floor with Peggy, 
but I felt very secure with that safety net (aka Peggy) to catch me in case I fell.”

Theresa Derr reflected, “It was an invaluable experience to be mentored through this process with 
Peggy. After seventeen years of standing in front of children, it was a big change to share my ideas and 
thoughts about authentic classroom feedback to a room full of my peers. I'm grateful that Peggy helped 
me to prepare so thoroughly, because the nerves kicked in and there was a drum circle happening in my 
heart!!”

From Angelie Timm, “Presenting at CMEA with Peggy was an exciting honor and challenge. I have 
never presented in front of my Colorado colleagues, so this was a huge step in facing some fears and 
anxieties I have toward being a local leader. I know now what to expect at my next conference and am 
proud to have taken a baby step  toward being a more confident presenter in the future!!!  Thank you so 
much for this great opportunity.”

Molly  Feigal wrote, “One of the many things I loved about presenting at MMEA was the way it forced me 
to boil down what I do and why  I do it. I feel better prepared to talk to people about what we do after this 
process. And to have Dr. Bennett available while I was doing that prep, guiding me, nudging me, and 
literally ‘having my back’ when my video clips didn't work before the session – priceless!” 



2013 Music EdVentures Leadership
 The Board of Directors

President
Terolle Turnham

Eagan, MN
President-Elect

Leah Steffen
Shafer, MN

Past President
Judy Fjell

Helena, MT

President-Elect Apprentice
Samantha Smith
Cleveland, OH

Director for USA
Vicky Suarez

Richardson, TX

Director for USA
Ruthanne Fisher

Glenside, PA

Secretary
Betty Phillips
Corvallis, OR

Director for USA
Esther Campbell

Olympia, WA

 

Treasurer
Anna Langness
Broomfield, CO

Director for Japan
Eiko Oyoko

Nara City, Japan Director for Canada
Annette Coffin
Vancouver, BC



The Purpose of Music 
EdVentures, Inc. is to search for and 
practice ways of making music and 
interacting with people that preserve and 
celebrate the dignity of both.  As a 
guiding principle, this purpose will focus 
our work on:

1. Practices that foster interactive, 
facilitative learning 
environments.

2. Strategies that empower the 
learner within the context of 
music experience and study.

3. Networks that encourage 
collaboration between diverse 
disciplines, professionals, and 
interest groups.

2014 
MEI CONFERENCE

April 3, 4, 5
Minneapolis, MN

 

Any member of Music EdVentures, Inc. 
can receive a copy  of the MEI Policies 
a n d P r o c e d u r e s M a n u a l b y 
contacting MEI Past President Judy 
Fjell, at  judy.fjell@mac.net

News and Notes is the monthly communication of Music 
EdVentures,  Inc. (MEI). Regular features will keep  members and 
friends up  to date on coming events and the latest teaching 
techniques,  tips and strategies. Submissions are due on the 15th 
of the month prior to publication and may be submitted months in 
advance, indicating the month in which they are to be published.  
The committee reserves the right  to select material to be published 
according to length and appropriateness. Articles should be 
200-325 words. Visuals should be scanned and submitted as PDF 
or jpeg files. Submissions may be sent to alangness@gmail.com 
and may be edited to accommodate space limitations.

Support the Mission of MEI
with your membership dues!

$45 Regular  $75 Sustaining  $100 Patron  $20 Student

   Pay online at www.musicedventures.org
   or
   Make checks payable to MEI (USD); Include your 
   name, address, phone and email.
   Send to  Anna Langness, Treas.
                 1179 Lilac St.
                  Broomfield, CO 80020

MEI Officers

President
! Terolle Turnham, MN
President-Elect 
! Leah Steffen, MN
President-Elect Apprentice 
! Samantha Smith, OH
Past President 
! Judy Fjell, MT
Secretary
! Betty Phillips, OR
Treasurer 
! Anna Langness, CO
Board of Directors
! Ruthanne Fisher, PA
! Esther Campbell, WA
! Vicky Suarez, TX
! Eiko Oyoko, Japan
! Annette Coffin, Canada

Website Chair
! Pam Vellutini, OR
Newsletter Chair
! Anna Langness, CO
Academic Coordinator 
! Pam Bridgehouse, OR

2014 Conference Planning 
Committee Chair 
! Leah Steffen, MN
!

mailto:judy.fjell@mac.net
mailto:judy.fjell@mac.net
mailto:alangness@gmail.com
mailto:alangness@gmail.com
http://www.musicedventures.org
http://www.musicedventures.org

